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“Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global 

challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development … We can be the first 

generation to succeed in ending poverty; just as we may be the last to have a chance of saving the 

planet.”  

- UN, Transforming Our World. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 

 

About TARA 

The Society for Technology & Action for Rural Advancement (TARA) is a social enterprise set up in 1985 at 

New Delhi, India. It is the 'incubation engine' of the Development Alternatives Group which has been 

providing development solutions in India and elsewhere. 

TARA has been set up to disseminate the “means for creating sustainable livelihoods” on a large scale, 

and to thus mobilize widespread action to eradicate poverty and regenerate the environment. Briefly 

described, TARA’s mission is to build capacities, incubate business models and manage processes to create 

economic, social and environmental value on a large scale. 

About GREEN-WIN and UAB 

EU project GREEN-WIN aims at researching and applying a solution-oriented approach targeted to a better 

understanding on the links between climate action and sustainability. GREEN-WIN will contribute to 

overcoming economic, financial and institutional barriers to sustainable climate action at local and 

international levels through identifying win-win strategies, green business models and  enabling 

environments which support meeting Sustainable Development Goals via green entrepreneurship. 

The Institute of Environmental Science and Technology of the Autonomous University of Barcelona leads 

the GREEN-WIN Work Package on Energy Poverty Alleviation and Resilient Livelihoods, with case studies 

in India, Indonesia and South Africa, and it’s is currently developing also new international collaborations 

with Brazil and Mexico.  The IEST-UAB is pioneering institution in terms of fostering inter and 

transdisciplinary research in Spain. The UAB is considered to be the best University in Spain by the 2012 

QS World University Rankings, which ranked the university 176th overall in the world.  

About ‘Renewable Energy and Resilient Livelihoods’ Workshop 

The National Workshop Programme is a result of the collaboration between Society for Technology and 

Action for Rural Advancement (TARA), which is a not for profit of the Development Alternatives Group 

and the EU project GREEN-WIN via the Autonomous University of Barcelona. The present action will be 

oriented to support collaboration, gain an improved understanding and support further learning networks 

on win-win solutions and new forms of entrepreneurship linking climate change, while exploring the most 

conducive and enabling institutional conditions to support sustainable development and green economy. 



   

National Workshop Programme: Renewable Energy and Resilient Livelihoods 

 

Background 

According to the 2011 Census of India, 81 million 

households or close to 400 million people do not have 

access to electricity as their main source of lighting. 

Providing electricity access can, in addition to improving 

quality of life for millions, enable a large number of 

economic activities, boost agricultural and industrial 

productivity and nurture the growth potential of a region. 

The electricity access gap remains an unfinished agenda in 

India for several reasons, which include weak implementing 

capacity and/or poor governance, shortages in electricity 

generation and huge population. The private sector is 

reluctant to get involved in the rural electrification agenda 

due to low cost-effectiveness and uncertain returns, as 

most rural communities are characterised by low 

population density, limited capacity to pay and low per 

capita consumption of electricity. 

Objectives 

The GREEN-WIN project via the Autonomous University of Barcelona and Society for Technology and 

Action for Rural Advancement (TARA) will develop a national collaboration to apply a solution-oriented 

approach targeted at increasing our understanding of the links between climate action and sustainability. 

The national workshop will contribute to overcoming economic, financial and institutional barriers to 

sustainable climate action at local and international levels through identifying win-win strategies, green 

business models and  enabling  environments which support meeting Sustainable Development Goals via 

green entrepreneurship. 

Building on the activities of all participants on “Renewable Energy and Resilient Livelihoods”, the national 

workshop programme has the following objectives: 

 Scoping renewable energy and livelihoods’ context in India 

 Discussing innovative green business models in the light of Sustainable Global Goals 

 Developing long-term vision for green ‘energy-livelihood’ nexus 

 Exposure visits and Stakeholders connect  

 Role of private initiatives, knowledge sharing and technology transfer  

Format and Process 

The event will be very interactive, consisting of lively discussions across a wide range of stakeholders from 

the public, private and not-for-profit sectors within and outside the energy and capacity building 

India’s electricity sector is 

predominantly coal-based. Currently, 

renewables form around 13% of India’s 

total electricity production mix. 

Realising the urgent need and 

potential of renewable energy to 

sustainably counter energy poverty 

and simultaneously create resilient 

livelihoods, the national workshop 

programme is designed under the 

GREEN-WIN project via the 

Autonomous University of Barcelona 

and Society for Technology and Action 

for Rural Advancement (TARA) to 

innovative and link economic welfare, 

climate action and sustainability. 

 



   

community, and a field visit cum rural immersion in the Bundelkhand region to experience the functioning 

of a green project first hand. The expected audience includes representatives from national government, 

regional and local authorities, public and private service providers, NGOs, academics and independent 

experts from across India. The workshop is broadly structured as follows: 

1. Initial exploratory workshop in New Delhi with Indian relevant experts and stakeholders 

2. Field visit to a selected community or region (in Bundelkhand) where such energy poverty 

alleviation and resilient livelihood creation activities are being implemented 

3. Final evaluation and learning meeting in Orchha to produce joint Knowledge Products / White 

Paper, disseminate the main insights and plan next steps for the national workshop programme 

in the subsequent year 

This first scoping workshop will be part of an larger iterative Integrated Sustainability Assessment process 

aimed at: (1) Identifying the current system conditions (2) Developing a common vision of action (3) 

Supporting the most illustrative examples on win-win solutions, business models and enabling conditions 

and (4) Evaluating lessons learned and providing further insights for action.  

 



   

Expected Outcomes 

The main outcomes will be specific support for win-win strategies at community level and a report on win-

win strategies, business models, investment opportunities and enabling environments for energy 

poverty eradication and resilient livelihoods in India. This collaboration is also expected to support local 

on-going and new capacities to support sustainable climate action and provide insights which can be 

applied in other contexts elsewhere. This gained knowledge which will feed the GREEN-WIN global 

dialogue on sustainable climate action and an enhanced transformative network of green entrepreneurs 

and businesses working in these fields in India –and other international contributing partners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

AGENDA 

Day 1 (Wednesday, 6 April 2016) 

National Workshop in New Delhi 

09:00 – 10:00 Registration and Breakfast 

10:00 – 12:00 Inaugural Session 

 Welcome and Introduction 

 Welcome address  

 A brief introduction on GREEN-WIN by J. David Tabara 

 Overview on the two thematic areas: 

 Energy Poverty 

 Resilient Livelihoods 

12:00 – 13:00 SCOPING SESSION  

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 17:30 VISIONING SESSION 

17:30 High Tea 

 

Day 2 (Thursday, 7 April 2016) 

Field Visit to Bundelkhand (Supporting stage) 

06:00 AM Departure from New Delhi to Jhansi (UP) by train 

11:00 AM Arrival at Jhansi station; departure from Jhansi station to field site  

11:30 AM–13:30 PM Tour of TARAgram Orchha 

13:30 PM–14:30 PM Lunch 

14:30 PM-18:00 PM Field Visits to Gurari Check Dam and Gaushala (biomass gasifiers & women 

enterprise models) 

18:00 PM-19:30 PM Sightseeing – Orchha 

20:00 PM Reflections from the day and Dinner at Amar Mahal  

*a separate field note will be provided to all participants 



   

Day 3 (Friday, 8 April 2016) 

Field Visit to Bundelkhand (Supporting stage) 

8:00 AM-9:00 AM Breakfast 

9:00 AM-16:30 PM Field Visits to Pahuj & Datia (watershed, renewable energy & other community 

development interventions) 

-Lunch arrangements on the field site 

17:30 PM Tea and Refreshments at TARA gram Orchha 

18:00 PM-20:00 PM Brainstorming on energy innovations for green livelihoods 

20:00 PM Dinner 

*a separate field note will be provided to all participants 

 

Day 4 (Saturday, 9 April 2016) 

Evaluation and Learning Workshop 

8:00 AM-9:00 AM Breakfast 

9:00 AM-12:30 PM Green energy Community Owned and Operated (Co-Co Model) Solar Water 

Pumps 

13:00 PM-14:00 PM Lunch 

14:00 PM- 17:00 PM Knowledge sharing on key thrust areas and Mapping course of Action  

17:00 PM  Departure from TARAgram Orchha for Jhansi Station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


